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lake when he was waylaid by a party of armed Afghans, led by
one Mubarak Khan, whose father had Jost his life at the hands
of Bairam in the battle of Machiwara. The Khan was stabbed
to death, and his body was left on the ground, and it was picked
up the next morning by some local fakirs. They gave it a poor
man's burial, not knowing that the body was that of the great
Khan-i-Khanan who virtually ruled over Hindustan for nearly a
decade**
Abul Fazl refers briefly to the involvement of a wroman in the
murder. She was "a beauteous flower from the valley of Kashmir."
Bairam wanted to take her with him to Hijaz. Her husband, a
wool merchant of sizable wealth and influence, was indignant, and
hired a gang of unruly Pathans to have the Khan removed from
his path. The woman (her name is not given) was disconsolate when
she came to know of the foul deed, and she beseeched God amidst
sobs and sighs that she be given the courage and faith to put up
with her grief with equanimity. The Governor, according to a story
current in Gujarat, ordered her face to be disfigured, and silenced
her waitings by cutting the tip of her tongue.
Many historians have hinted that the murder of Bairam Khan
was arranged by the Governor of Patan at the instance of Adham
Khan. This is a plausible surmise. Both Maham Anaga and Adham
Khan were opposed to the soft line the Emperor took in condoning
the rebellion. Their hatred of the Khan was in proportion to their
fear of his staging a comeback with the help of Muslim and Hindu
dissidents. The empire was yet far from being stable, Bairam outside,
they reckoned, was more dangerous than Bairam inside the court
His liquidation was, therefore, in all probability an act of violence
planned and sanctioned in Delhi. The Governor of Patan not only
did not take steps to ensure the Khan's safety; he readily agreed to
let him go unescorted to lonely, out-of-the-way pleasure spots.
The circumstantial evidence is overwhelmingly in favour of this
conjecture.
Also, Akbar's admiration for Salima Sultan Begum had develop-
ed into an emotional compulsion necessitating Bairam's removal
from his path. So the eighteen-year old Emperor, though outwardly
distressed, was happy when the news of the Khan's murder reached
*The date of Bairam Khan's murder is given by Abul Fazl as 31 Janu-
ary 1961,